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Wonder Books Grosset & Dunlap 
each 25¢ 






*Berg, Jean Horton THE JOLLY JUMPING MAN ill. by Si Frankel 
Hawes, Baldwin COME VISIT MY RANCH author ill 











A read-aloud rhyme with a ta-tumpatee rhythm tells the nonsense story of the old 
man given to jumping everything, wide and clear, the Mayor who tried to catch him and fail- 
ed, and a strange disappearance of the old jumping man and the Mayor until the day when 
"..eover the roofs, without trouble or care, jumped the jolly old manarm and arm with the 
Mayor!" Bailly and his city cousin, ride rope and brand in Come Visit My Ranch. Bright 
pictures in both. (Publ.) 









Brown, Margaret Wise Harper 
THE QUIET NOISY BOOK $1.50 







* Number six in the Voisy Book series (now taken over by Harper) with luscious il- 
lustrations by Leonard Weisgard. Muffin, the little dog who heard everything, heard a 

Se very quiet noise. What could it be? An elephant tiptoeing downstairs? a mouse sighing? 
No, it was a very quiet noise - as quiet as quietness; as quiet as someone eating currant 
jelly, as snow falling - but it really was the sun coming up and the start of a new day. 
The bright dynamic planes of color explode on the page, enclosing text and easily identi- 
fied animals and objects. Never underestimate the fascination of brilliant color - some 
adults do shy away from perspectives not in the traditional pattern, ignoring the interests 
of the child. Again the text evokes shades of mystery and the warmth of sight and sound 
sensation. (Publ.) 



















Hurd, Edith Thacher Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
CABOOSE $1.25 


* Another neurotic railroad machine dissatisfied with his lot. This time the lit- 
tle red caboose, tired of trailing a slow freight, wished for speed. But one day he was 
hitched to a fast banana train, then a faster milk train and fastest of all a streamliner. 
A rollicking, clattering text with wonderful rail rhymes that joggle along with a train 
rhythm. Packed with information about signals, cars, and engines, this should delight all 
children attracted to trains. Big, bright red and black illustrations by Clement Hurd - 
some full page. Ideal for a child travelling on a train. Paper bound. (Publ.) 


Rand McNally 
STORY BOOK CLOCK $1.00 


Five Book Elf Juniors (approx. 5x65") packaged in a novelty paper grandfather's 
clock. The clock has plastic hands - unfortunately very fragile - and there are directions 
on the back for teaching children to tell time, as well as a time rhyme. The books: 







7 Carpenter, Flora L. ANIMAL STORIES WE CAN READ ‘//. Dorothy Grider 
Devine, Louise L. BENJIE ENGIE ill. Eleanor Corwin 
Flory, Jane MR. SNITZEL'S COOKIES ill. author 
*Lynn, Godfrey HENRIETTA'S RIDE ill. Elizabeth Webbe 
*Moore, Jane THE STORY OF TOBY ill. Dorothy Grider 






Animal Stories has very large type and appealing pictures to tell elementary stories about | 
~“920" 
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animals and birds. A happy Local who is forced to be a Through Train and miss all the 
pleasant track-side sights, forms the story of Benjie Engie and Mr. Snitzel gets fairy 
attention and a wish come true because he was so kind and good in a jolly little fable. 
Henrietta s Ride still tickles us (see report P. 59); and the story of Toby, the colt who 
wanted to be a red horse, has winsome, horsey pictures. The stories and two and four-color 
illustrations are high quality for the price. Shiny paper covers, and stapled. Should be 
a fast-selling novelty item. (Publ.) 


Brown, Margaret Wise Random House 
THE DREAM BOOK $1.50 


Another experiment with the dream-theme, with a mood enchantment in illustrations 
and word-rhyme, but without the careful coordination and direct appeal to children of Who 
Dreams of Cheese? (see report P. 94). Animals and children dream their special dreams - 
imagined in the stunning moon-lit pinks and blues of Richard Floethe's fine illustrations. 
Again the author's rhyme is simple, unforced, artless. However, the theme here slides off 
the pleasant circular track at times with a sophisticated aside - "toward such a world 
comes first the dream". Comes at this point, we think, a yawn. (9/8). 


Oliver, Torfrida Warne 
THE MOLE AND THE MOUSE $.75 


A re-issue of this British book - one in the Cosy Corner series, again with the 
decorous, gentlemanly animals, in pictures and text. This time our mouse, finding himself 
homeless, contracts to move in with a mole who is writing his autobiography called, "Gar- 
dens I have Spoilt". A crisis comes when Mr. Mole is hunted, but the mouse and his new 
wife make another home (pictured with a china cabinet and clock on the wall) and take in 
Mr. Mole who acts as godfather to the children. Enchanting pictures by Elsie Mayrogordato. 
Board. (Publ.) 


Woodhead, Constance Warne 
THE STORY OF THREE LITTLE DUCKLINGS $1.00 


A great-aunt fable for children, with sunshine-and-butter pictures of two duck- 
lings and their adventures. Duggie Duck was shy, but was thoughtful and good and thought 
his mother the most beautiful person in the world, "which is as it should be". But Dandy 
was very vain and selfish. How the ducklings use the money their Uncle Archibald gives 
them, brings each his Just Deserts. Children may feel that Dandy has a bit more pep. 
Board bound with strong, shiny paper. Quacking good illustrations by Mary B. Robinson. 

A British production. (Publ.) 


CLASSICS, REPRINTS, INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Milne, A.A. Dutton 
WHEN WE WERE VERY YOUNG WINNIE THE POOH $1.75 
NOW WE ARE SIX THE HOUSE AT POOH CORNER 


Reprinted from new plates and engravings and type entirely reset. This will be 
good news to libraries. The same Shepard illustrations but the new plates should insure 
many more printings after this- the 203rd. Cloth bound with decorations. (Publ.) 


Burgess, Gelett Lippincott 
MORE GOOPS: And How Not To Be Them $2.50 


Nostalgic grandmothers and young readers of 1903 will toss boaters in air at the 
re-issue of one of the popular Goop books. Page after page of balloon-headed Goops doing 
horrid things - pulling out chairs from under adults, nibbling before dinner, rubbing boots 
on stockings, touching each apple at the table before selecting one, etc. And then the 
rhymes in which the Goops are admonished. ("And so, while you're playing; think of father 
who's paying".) A sure treat for children but mostly for reminiscing adults. Cloth. (Publ.) | 
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Sewell, Anna Lippincott 
BLACK BEAUTY $2.50 


A lovely new edition in the Lippincott Classics of the beloved moist monument to 
horses. The full-color double page spread and black and white sketches by George Ford 
Morris catch the nobility, and gentle grace of Black Beauty - as he has been imagined by 
young readers. Quality paper and attractive format. (Publ.) 


Dalgliesh, Alice, edited by ~~ 
3. 


CHRISTMAS 


A revised edition of the 1934 collection with additions and subtractions and | 
heavy black and while illustrations by Hildegard Woodward. A satisfying collection for i 
Christmas story hours - Christmas stories of the folklore and family pattern; stories of 
the first Christmas including the Bible text, poems and carols; Christmas as celebrated 
in early America; Christmas stories of other lands (of course fhe Cratchit’s Christmas 
Dinnerige here) and some information about the stories and the authors by the editor. 
Teachers and story tellers take note. (10/16). 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 
Lippincott 


Leaf, Munro 
HISTORY CAN BE FUN $1.75 
From ancient Egypt to the United Nations in a skip and a jump (with side hops in 
English and United States history). Mr. Leaf's whimsical style and stick-figure illustra- 
tions are justly popular, so expect a large market for this one. Beginning with the de- 
claration that "the story of history is really the story of YOU", and a fanciful excursion 
in a geneological rash of "great-great-greats etc." Mr. Leaf tells the story of long ago 
people - the Egyptians, Phoenicians, Greeks, Romans, Medieval Europeans, Crusaders, Mos- 
lems, with their contributions to civilization. Then there is a brief history of the 
English people, the settling of America, the Revolution, Civil War and America and the 
world today. Just enough detail for a young child to take - with gay little scribblings 


to make history really fun. (9/27) 


Macmillan 


Anderson, C. W. 
BLAZE FINDS THE TRAIL $1.50 
* The fine illustrations by this well-known illustrator - 24 of them - full page - 
make this a definite value at the price. Mr. Anderson again sketches the fluidity and 
grace of a gentle, alert animal. There are pictures of Blaze (a pony) eyeing a bird as he 
steps tentatively into the woods; Blaze tightening in a jump and then- a frightened pony, 
with eyes rolling, being pulled from a mud hole - and in all the pictures there is the 
disciplined movement and:aimiable docility of a well trained horse. The accompanying story 
tells of Billy and a wonderful ride with Blaze - through the woods, getting lost, a storm, 
and a wild dash home. A lovely gift for children- and adults - who love horses. (10/10). . 


Gannett, Ruth Stiles Random House 
ELMER AND THE DRAGON $2.00 


* The author of My Father's Dragon presents the sequel - and we hope not the con- 
clusion to- nine-year-old Elmer's adventures. Elmer leaves Wild Island forever, as he 
flys homeward aboard the baby dragon. But a storm arises and the dragon just can't make 
it. They fall - fortunately on a sandbar, although up to the dragon's stomach in "soaking 
wet water" which he hates. However, on the island Elmer meets his old friend Flute, the 
canary, and hears the curiosity problem of King Can who has an ancient secret about a trea- 
sure. Elmer suggests digging it up, everyone is relieved of curiosity, and Elmer flys home 
with three bags of gold, a gold watch and chain and a silver harmonica. Sound pretending, 
with a multitude of everyday detail and a story in which the child is King of Logic, Ex- 
plorer and Friend to the Oppressed. Illustrations, which we have not seen, by Ruth Chris- 
man Gannett. (10/1). 
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Dr. Seuss Random House 
IF I RAN A ZOO $2.00 


* Dumheiten at its loosest and Seussest in the lastest eagerly-hailed silliness by 
the master of inanities. "'But if I ran a zoo,' said young Gerald McGrew"...and a collection 
of splendiferous doohinkees parade across the pages as young McGrew travels to odd places, 
tempting his zoo creatures into nets and boxes. There is a lion with ten legs, a family 
of What-do-you-know (four placid white blobs in a pleased family group athwart a snowplow), 
a Thwerll (a mournful entity with legs criss-crossing and coiling like a road map), the 
Russian Palooski (‘whose headski is redski and belly is blueski") - and so it goes while 
people cry: "What do you suppose he will capture this week!" The illustrations - some 
full page - are in three colors. It is true that some children do not take to unrelieved 
nonsense, and this book has little coordinated story - so feel out your readers and buyers. 
However, this will not disappoint the devoted. (10/6). J.L.G. | 





Big Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
STORYTIME TAIES $1.00 


A routine collection of old and new with accompanying full-color illustrations by 
Corinne Malvern. With approximately seventy brief versions of fairy and folk tales, modern 
stories, poems and seven songs,- gleaned from other S & S Big and Little Golden Books 
Child Life, Jack and Jill and from the works of authors as venerated as Thornton Burgess, 
Lois Ienski, and Margaret Wise Brown. However, this is not a distinguished collection - 
the quick and easy presentation does not improve upon Grimm and Andersen, and when a child 
is confronted with such a mass of material, he is apt to lose the sense of the unity of the 
stories, and surfeit himself on a series of mediocre dilutions of good writing. (Publ). 


Dutton, lewis Warne 
AGAIN RAGS $1.00 


More Rags adventures (the others are being re-issyed) with black and white sketches 
and color plates by Edgar Norfield. In spite of the ‘tentimental attempts to reproduce 
children's speech (ex. "p'rhaps" and ""telligent”)- an annoying obsession in some English 
books- these stories of Michael's little dogs, Rags amd Tatters, and their friend, Bill the 
Airedale, and Mr. Binks the Scotty, are jolly and doggy. Mischief of an elementary 
variety in six short episodes. Board.(Publ). 


Wood, Gilmore Warne 
JOHANN THE WOODCARVER $2.00 


A slight, quiet story of a sick child and an old woodcarver who invented a cuckoo 
clock. The pastel illustrations by Margaret W. Tarrant will be the main drawing card. 
Little Elsa was a cripple in a village in Switzerland, and when old Johann carved her a 
beautiful little house, she was delighted. But if only there were a clock outside to tell 
the time! Karl the clockmaker made a lovely clock but it was Johann who thought of the 
cuckoo bird which should come out to announce the hour. Traditional illustrations, full - 
color plates, and black and white sketches. Board with decorated cover. (Publ). 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Fiction 


Bass, Althea Caxton 
THE THANKFUL PEOPIE $3.00 


\ 

e Contemporary Indian life in Oklahoma with a rather stuffy presentation, but 
useful as regional material. Emmy, eleven-year-old Seneca Indian girl, named after 
Miss Emeline, teacher in a Quaker school, although part of a white civilization, shares 
in the ceremonies and traditions of her Indian people- legends of animals and the Little 
People, the Green Corn Festival, games, dances and of course "tribal" habits of commnity 
living and religion. Unpleasing illustrations in black ani white. (11/10) 
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Dilliard, Maud Esther Dutton 


ae: WISHING BOY OF NEW NETHERLAND $2.50 


*Entertainment value struggles with scholarly period detail and wins, for once, in 
this superior family story set in 17th century New York. Seven-year-old Willem Garretsen 
was always wishing for something and usually his wishes came true. He did get a little dog; 
he accompanied his parents from New Amsterdam to their home at Achterveld on Long Island, 
he saw Indians and overheard a peace talk after the Indians had been pursued for burning 
English settlements, he made friends with English children, and best of all, heard his 
little sister talk for the first time. One could wish that the pronunciations of the 
Dutch words which blossom profusely on each page were included, but this is on the whole, 

a lively period story. Authentic illustrations by Albert Orbaan. (Publ.) 


Dutton 


McSwigan, Marie 
BINNIE LATCHES ON $2.50 
*The author of Our Town Has a Circus here offers a pat on the back for those in 
the throes of pre-adolescent broodings on the relation of self to family and the world in 
general. Binnie Horne, next to the youngest of the four Horne children, felt she didn't 
belong-in the activities of her older brother and sister, in the popularity of other girls 
and in the good graces of the family. Arising from a mistaken interpretation of early dis- 
crimination when she was not allowed privileges above her age, Binnie's mound of self-pity 
grew and grew, developing offshoots of desperate bids for attention from her beloved family. 
However, Binnie's “orneriness" remained misunderstood and Binnie, convinced that she was 
“nothing"was a very miserable little girl. She was crestfallen at lovely Gretchen's pom- 
larity, crept away from her guests at her own birthday party, and mulled over her lot. 
But at last Binnie "latched on", when she developed an interest outside herself, and pro- 
duced a neighborhood newspaper. A sympathetic, entertaining story with a light touch, and 
although the basic troubles may escape the reader, sensitive youngsters will find Binnie 
very real and may take the hint from the remedy here. Extrovert sketches by Jessie Robin- 


son. (Pubi). 


Beim, Lorraine Harcourt, Brace 
JUST PLAIN MAGGIE $2.25 


Camp stories have a devoted audience, ani this story, although touching upon some 
delicate family relationships out of the ken of many, will be eagerly pounced upon by old 
hands and novitiates alike. Maggie Lowell, twelve-years-old and starting to camp for the 
first time, was dreadfully homesick - she missed her family and could not seem to under- 
stand the chatter and poised attitudes of the old campers with whom she bunked. There were 
very wealthy girls, one who even “had dates", and products of divorced families. However, 
success in swimming, understanding talks about personal problems with the girls, and team- 
work, find Maggie a happy member of a jolly group at the end of the summer. The rather 
debatable inclusion of specialized family problems may detract from general identification 
interest, but the camp activities are related in a sprightly fashion. Very attractive 
sketches by Barbara Cooney dot the text. (Publ). 


Bothwell, Jean Harcourt, Brace 
PETER HOLT, P.K. $2.50 


A good-humored and sympathetic story of a minister's son, family fun, troubles 
and community activities. Peter Holt was tired of being called "Preacher's Kid" whenever 
the Holts moved to a new town. But Peter learned to like Millersville where his parents 
and the four children moved, and he learned other things, too - how to handle the town 
bully and make him his friem with a gift of Peter's Belgian hares, how to collect votes 
on the piano contest so the school could win a piano, and most important of all, the value 
of generosity. A friendly and lively book with some glimpses of small town life and the 
type of problems a minister-father (a very understanding and jolly man) must face. Sprightly 
sketches by Margaret Ayer. (Publ). 
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Cumming, Marian Harcourt, Brace 
ALL ABOUT MARJORY $2.25 


Festivals and funks in the emotional harum-scarum of an eight-year-old's year - 
Set in the Texas of the early 1900's. The early automobile era, although to our mind too 
indirectly suggested here for an appreciation of the "days before cars and television", 
offers a quiet, homely background for genial activities. Marjory Cameron, and her younger 
Sister Nancy are taken to a concert in the park, celebrate Christmas with firecrackers, 
and see the Mardi Gras in New Orleans. But everyday pretending was best of all - there 
was the doll house which became in turn the White Rabbit's House; a red ship and the 
Alamo; an imaginary playmate named John Wilson; wonderful wild stories told by the young 
servant, little Jo; and letters written on the blackboard by the fairy Jerome. This 
should find a sympathetic audience among little girls with busy imaginations, and inven- 
tive playtimes. Wispy sketches by David Stone Martin. (Publ). 


Coombs, Charles Lantern Press 
YOUNG READERS BASEBALL STORIES $2.50 


The well known contributor to boys’ magazines, and editor of anthologies here pre- 
sents some half dozen baseball stories of his own, with considerable success. Mr. Coombs 
has the talent for integrating lessons in sportsmanship with good stories and he-man talk, 
sure to appeal to junior high men. These stories - all built around the game, - are concer- 
ned with jealousies evaporated, outcasts taken in, and team work per se. Manly illustrations 
by Richard Osborne. The latest addition to an admirable Young Readers series. (9/21). 


Orton, Helen Fuller Lippincott 
MYSTERY IN THE OLD CAVE $1.75 


This popular author has a faithful audience which should welcome another happy 
yarn- in a Vermont village this time. There is a mystery here - a suspicious stranger and 
an old cave, supposedly hiding treasure - which involve Andy Draper(11) and his sister 
Joan (9). However, it is the story of the traditional overworked, starved orphan, Peter, 
a friend of the Drapers, which paces the action. All ends happily, with the treasure 
found and Peter adopted by the Drapers. Iots of winter fun, exploring and happy family 
chat-chat. Also copious sketches by Robert Doremus. (9/ 27} 


Eliott, L. S. Warne 
KANGAROO COOLAROO $1.50 


Of unusual interest because of the authentic Australian background and the wealth 
of information about kangaroos and their habits. Coolaroo grew up in a kangaroo "mob" in 
southern Australia. He learned everything young kangaroos should know - how to interpret 
the leader's warnings, how to swing out of his mother's pouch, and how to recognize enemies. 
However, life in the protection of the mob did not tell him everything. Coolaroo takes a 
solitary excursion and learns about other animals, kangaroos and man, to come back and be 
a leader of the mob. To be sure, Coolaroo speaks excellent kangaroo English, and shows an 
unusual degree of meditative talent - and the election of a leader by a formal boxing match 
may sound dubious,- but the kangaroo lore together with the appealing drawings of Joyce 
Horn should intrigue young animal fanciers. (Publ). 





EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Non-fiction 





Lippincott 
HOLIDAY CRAFT AND FUN $2.50 


Directions for making decorations and favors for all the common holidays in the 
year from Christmas and Valentine's Day around the year to Thanksgiving. The projects are 
often rather tricky, but the directions are clear ami the drawings by Jessie Robinson help 
enormously. Some fancy work with eggshells and wax might make parents rather nervous, but 
this is a handy book for the home, school, and camp. (9/27). 


Leeming, Joseph 
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Schneider, Herman Whittlesey 
EVERYDAY MACHINES AND HOW THEY WORK $2.25 


* The inquiring junior scientist (and most families produce at least one) will find 
the answers to endless questions in the amazingly comprehensive book about the kinds of 
"machines" all of us encounter repeatedly. In every home there are dozens of them, from 
oil cans and fountain pens, through vacuum:sweepers, pressure cookers, electric lights, 
clocks, and washing machines. Just outside the door there are skates and bicycles, lawn 
mowers and tools. Even musical instruments classify as “machines” here. The grouping of 
various devices is skilfully designed to carry over basic principles of operation, and as 
presented with clarity, precision, and exactness, it seems simple even to those of us who- 
like Nina- are distrustful of machines. This is not a volume in the Let’s Find Out series 
of first science books which the Schneiders have written jointly, but it is a next step 
up the ladder of everyday sciénce, with simple experiments to help reenforce the scientific 
approach. The factual illustrations (by Jeanne Bendick) are, on the whole, satisfactory; 
we wish she didn't feel she had to introduce human figures which are detrimental to the 
appearance of the book. A sure favorite for a large audience of budding scientists, even 
those who may never go farther ‘than changing a bicycle tire; and a must for school libraries. 


10 x 
( /11) TWELVE TO FIFTEEN ~ Fiction 


George, John and Jean Dutton 
MASKED PROWLER: The Story of @ Raccoon $2.50 


* A beautifully written and illustrated story about the scuttling life of Procyon, 
the raccoon, and the wild creatures in the Michigan forest. Procyon, as soon as he was able 
to leave the den where he was born, began to learn where to find food, where to sleep - and 
most important - which animals were his enemies. It is combat with his greatest enemy - 
the hound dog - and two poachers which wins him his legendary reputation with men, but 
Procyon licks his wounds and continues his life of eating, hunting, sleeping and finding 
mates. The authors avoid sentimentality by a wide margin, and the natural detail is in- 
structive and delightful. Lovely furry illustrations by Mrs. George. (Publ). 


Dutton 


Newcomb, Ellsworth 
MYSTERY BEYOND THE WALL $2.25 

A tiny mystery tucked into dewey-eyed West Point-and-engagement tremors. Joan 
Andrews, whose story began with Anchor for hér Heart , and continued in Window By the Sea, 
appears again engaged to West Pointer Bill Ambler. But it is thirteen-year-old Judy, her 
step-sister, who solves the mystery of the deserted house next door, and helps Larry Gil- 
more - fourteen and raw material for future love interest - to bring about an advantageous 
reconciliation between his mother and rich uncle. Joan has troubles, too, alternating be- 
tween joy and depression about Bill's desire to fly for Navy. With the sub-deb chatter, 
boy interest and familiar characters typical of this slick series. (Publ). 


Meader, Stephen W. | Harcourt, Brace 
WHALER ‘ROUND THE HORN $2.50 


This latest by the popular author of adventure stories has a high seas and Hawaiian 
setting. Seventeen-year-old Rodney Glenn feels the lure of the seas, particularly after 
meeting a stranger with a wealth of whaling experience, a stranger who left Rodney with 
the mysterious words: "Call me Ishmael!". But Rodney had some adventures worthy of a 
Melville - shipping on a whaler, battling through terrible storms, tossed up on a-strange 
island as the only survivor of a shipwreck, hunting with an Hawaiian boy, and finally reach- 
ing civilization in a canoe found in the tomb of an ancient warrior. There is a little 
romance too, with a lovely half-Hawaiian girl, and a career in ship-building ahead. 

Reliable sea fare with salt water sketches by Edward Shenton. (Publ). 
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Lowrey, Jeanette Sebring Harper 
MARGARET $2.50. — 
* A sensitive, well-written story about adolescence and the traumatic break with 
the childhood past. Margaret, an orphaned country girl, leaves her gay foster-mother's 
home at fifteen to live with her scholarly great-uncle and fragile great-aunt in a large 
Texas town in the early 1900's. Eagerly she attempts to penetrate the clique of (to her) 
sophisticated young people, and succeeds in part, except for the cold hostility of the 
beautiful, selfish Laura, who makes her own rules. Soon the trouble with Laura drives her 
to an exclusive companionship with Jet, a generous high-spirited country girl, outside the 
magic circle, and she longs for her country home. However, her uncle's gentle goodness, 
the stimulating contact with a sensible, superior woman, and success in school and music, 
help in her growing-up process. She is finally able to show her courage in standing up 
to Laura, defending her friend, and breaking - realistically, but with love and understand- 
ing - from the country childhood. She learns the value of standing alone in conviction, 
but being constant in friendship. A very real story and attractive presentation. (36779) . 


Thomas, David- éd. Lantern Press 
TEEN-AGE STORIES OF THE DIAMOND $2.50 


Fourteen stories of Zhe Sport for the early teens. As usual some familiar au- 
thors are represented - Adolph Regli, Harold M. Sherman, Charles Coombs. The stories are 
brief and on the nobility and character reformation order, although there is copious game 
action. A sturdy collection, although it will meet competition with other fine diamond 
anthologies and stories from both adults and young people. Also it might have benefitted 
with some stories on the light side. (10/10). 


Benson, Nora Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
JOAN TAKES A BOW $2.50 


Light-hearted teen-age doings with the stress on dramatics. The drama devotees 
of Ravland High were much cast down when it was announced that the proposed production of 
Our Town would not materialize, due to lack of funds for royalties. However, the gang 
pitches in and writes a gay Swiss musical. The show is under way when the main prop - 
Joan Williams' valuable Swiss music box- is stolen. But the mystery is solved, the inno- 
cent cleared, personalities blossom under the influence of the drama, and the show goes on. 
High-schoolers in royalty doldrums might take a hint from the goings-on here. (Publ.) 


Richard, James R. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
CLUB TEAM $2.00 


Boys‘ club politics with a plus on baseball - admirable nobility in the hero a- 
long with a lively story. Tommy Temple, newcomer to Trinity City, is delighted when he is 
voted into the Boys' Club, and is on his way to becoming top pitcher. However, his grow- 
ing popularity angers one villainous Harry Carley, a rich man's son, who has been spoiled 
into having his own way. In spite of Harry's brutal methods to get rid of Tommy - hiring 
boys (whom Tommy later befriends) to "work him over", and a chauffeur to take Tommy out of 
the way for the big game, justice and fair play triumph. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Non-fiction 


Hall-Quest, Olga W. Dutton 
JAMESTOWN ADVENTURE $2.50 


A full and fascinating account of the Jamestown colony by the author of How the 
Pilgrims Came to Plymouth and other books about great moments in history. Although less 
dramatic in construction than Marie Lawson's Pocahontas and Captain John Smith (see report 
P. 423), this account enhances the excitement of the story of the Jamestown colonists by 
well-developed sequence and a mass of delightful detail not always covered - a full ac- 
count of the "coronation" of Powhatan, and the wily chief's blunt statement to the English, 
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the reunion of Pocahontas and Captain John Smith in England and the kidnapping of the young | 
Indian girl by Samuel Argall. The narrative covers the years from 1607, when three ships 
led by Captain Gosnold sighted the land of Virginia, to the first representative assembly 
in the church in Jamestown in 1619. Authentically illustrated by James MacDonald. (Publ.) 


Richmond, Arthur, edited and compiled by Macmillan 
REMO BUFANO*S BOOK OF PUPPETRY $2.50 


* A handbook on the know-how and art of puppetry with seven plays adapted by the 
famous puppeteer for his own use. There is a brief history of puppets in ancient and 
modern times, followed by directions and hints for the construction and manipulation of 
puppets and marionettes, as well as sections concerned with making stages, scenery and 
creating lighting effects. Diagrams and drawings will aid the beginner. The plays are 
delightful adaptations of familiar stories - "Jack and the Beanstalk”, "Cinderella", 
"Pinocchio" etc. - and there are directions for achieving the special effects demanded 
by the action. Wonderful material for craft groups and schools - this is a classic which 
should be on every handicraft shelf. (11/6). 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Simon, Charlie May Dutton 
SATURDAY'S CHILD $2.50 


A nostalgic feathers and fine laces novel for girls, set in Memphis, Tennessee, 
in 1878. This is the story of two sisters, but principally eighteen-year-old Margaret 
Dare, who in spite of the family's straightened circumstances, had dreams of being a fine 
lady, setting her heart on marrying a man with money and position. Letty, on the other 
hand, dreamed of a career as a nurse - a desire frowned upon by her photographer father, 
hard working mother and society in general. How each girl found happiness - Meg through 
learning that true love has nothing to do with elegance and social barriers, and Letty 
through aiding the sick in the plague and a promising friendship with a young doctor - 
makes a charming story. Glimpses of Memphis social life - formal calls, masked balls 
and mores. (Publ.) 


Leonard, Burgess Lippincott 
VICTORY PASS $2.50 


This time the fuss is about an influx of a hard-bitten coach with his gang of 
Huskies to a small Southern college. There was plenty of hard feeling and unscrupulous 
tactics. Then Dan McCloud, the Captain, decides to take over and buck Big Dutch Ruppert, 
by football tactics and politics. However, Ruppert's boys leave Big Dutch and Dan realizes 
that the "old" Melville boys have been unfair to the new-comers. There is a big game end- 
ing, romance and a plug for athletic scholarships. Thrilling football in this one and 
plenty of action. (9/27). 


Bishop, Curtis Steck 
THE LOST ELEVEN $1.50 


Roaring football by an author of adult historicals and Westerns. The story of a 
winning team - and the psychological ups and downs of the boys, singly and as a team, Coach- 
ed by The Man, Coach Sheldon, the Staunton team was on its way up, but it is not until the 
swelled heads were reduced, the hard-working rewarded and the black sheep white-washed, 
that the team finally hits its stride. All the old dodges - the between halves spiritual 
uplift, team jealousies and the final spurts of play. Our chief complaint is that the 
college boys' grammar "ain't so hot". (Publ.) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Cater, Ruth Cooley Doubleday 
TREE TRAILS AND HOBBIES $3.50 


A big brother outdoor hobby book - a pleasant family companion to the young 
child's Play With Trees (P. 419). This is a round-up of trees - classification, character- 
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istics and identification for collections. There is a regional description of the coni- 
fers and broadleaf varieties; a section devoted to trees of interest to the hobbyist; and 
portraits of individual trees - with information concerning names, peculiarities, trees in 
books, immigrant trees and rare specimens, and special tree expeditions. Also a glossary, 
bibliography and phctographs. An enthusiastic text - for nature study and hobbies. (Full 
report on P. 545). (10/19). 


Cooper, Page Messner 
& Treat, Roger L. MAN O' WAR $3.00 


For the crop and jodphur set and all admirers of horses, this warm memorial to 
the great racer and sire should have a blue ribbon appeal. In addition to the well-known 
story of the training and performances of Man O' War, there are appendices giving his fa- 
mily record, sire and race records, and the race careers of his progeny. Illustrated with 
photographs and a brief introduction by Bob Considine. (Full report on P. 549). (10/27). 


Colman, John §S. Norton 
THE SEA AND ITS MYSTERIES $3.50 


A simple, concise, but scholarly volume on all aspects of oceanography for bi- 
Ology classes and for amateur marine naturalists. The story of the sea itself is of par- 
ticular interest to all who live near the ocean - the restless surface, unusual "strati- 
fication" of water and the strange depth formations of the deep. There are chapters on 
explorations and researches, ocean inhabitants, coral reefs and information about fishing- 
and ba nae). over-fishing. Bibliography and plenty of illustrations. (Full report 
P. 552). (11/6). 


Hutchinson, Bruce Rinehart 
THE FRASER $4.00 


A new addition to the Rivers of America series, this is the story of the British 
Columbian river, approximately 700 miles in length, penetrating into the Coast Mountains. 
Since the Gold Rush brought it to public attention when gold was discovered in the fabu- 
lous "cariboo" country, an endless attempt has been made to build means of transportation 
into the Fraser’s back country. There is a fascination in the river's strange wild setting 
which the author successfully evolves. Of historical and regional interest. (Full report 
on P. 551). (11/2). 


Hart, Val William Sloane 
THE STORY OF AMERICAN ROADS $3.00 


A brief and breezy glimpse of our most important routes of travel, with the story 
of their development. At least one of the roads treated is bound to mean "home" to young 
people of various sections of the country: the Boston Post Road; the Wilderness Road; the 
Cumberland Road; Santa Fe Trail and others, are discussed in historical and current per- 
spective. The coming of railroads, canals, horse and buggy, bicycle, car and trucks has 
had its effect upon the building of highways, and the part these routes have played in the 
development of America's mentioned in the narrative. A section explaining route markings 
and numbers will aid the young traveller. 42 photographs and 5 maps. (Full report on 
P. 543). (10/9). 


Bracken, Dorothy Kendall Steck 
as told by Doak Walker $2.00 


DOAK WALKER: 3-time All-American 


An ecstatic tribute to the great All-American, but with enough facts and figures 
to satisfy the boys and bobby soxers of the gridiron. The early years as a child catching 
the footballs thrown by his coach father, through high school drills, training at summer 
camp, and the college years with thrills and awards are treated in an earnest though ele- 
mentary fashion. The fans will love the many photographs and game rehashes. As for Doak - 
he seems to be a model young man. A very attractive format. (Publ.) 
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Emrich, Duncan- /d Vanguard 
COMSTOCK BONANZA $3.75 


- Authentic Americana and rich entertainment in this collection of stories about 
the "ghost" guardian of the Comstock Lode, Virginia City. Edited by the Chief of Folklore 
Division of the Library of Congress, this lively collection includes some forgotten Ameri- 
can authors - versatile traveller John Ross Browne, pre- Twain and Melville; newspaperman 
Fred Hart, author of Reveille and The Sazerac Lying Club; newspapermen James Gully and Sam 
Davis; Dan de Quille (William Wright); - and of course Twain, and Bret Harte among others. 
A refreshing escape from Hollywood to the real thing. (Full report on P. 502). (10/20). 


Special note: We are glad to note that the adult novel 81g Doc's Girl py Mary 


Medearis (Lippincott 1942) which we suggested as suitable for young adults (1942 P. 316) 
has been issued with an introduction by Maureen Daly in a new edition for young people. 


BOOKS OF INTEREST TO PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Carroll, Gladys Hasty Macmillan 
CHRISTMAS WITHOUT JOHNNY $2.50 


* A heartbreaking but very potent little story with a message to parents and teach- 
ers. Johnny Lee's father thought him a sissy because he did not play boys' games; his mo- 
ther was too busy with the baby to notice his loneliness; and his teacher constantly nagged 
at his shortcomings. Johnny often came to the verge of finding adult friends, but he runs 
away at last, stopping only to buy the people he hoped could like him Christmas presents. 
He is brought home by an understanding adult to face his terrified, self-accusing family 
and teachers. A very real little boy in an all-too-prevalent situation. (Full report on 


P. 487). (10/23). 


Owsley, Jennifer Random House 
A HANDY GUIDE TO GROWNUPS $1.00 


Mirroring adult behavior from a child's point of view, this book by the eleven- 
year-old author of Young Visitors has a naive and innocent observation. Young Miss Owsley 
meditates on the vagaries of parents and adults in general, and the method of dealing with 
same. The problem of analyzing mothers, fathers, grandparents and other relatives as well 
as the matter of religion, teachers and schools, parties, money etc. does not faze the au- 
thor, and her pleasant, gentle, comments incomprehensible in parts, are appealing. Illus- 
trations by Margaret Graham. (Full report on P. 503). (10/23). 


MYSTERIES AND WESTERNS 


Special Note: For young people scorning the earnest treasure hunts and diluted 
feudin’ of juvenile mysteries and westerns, we have compiled the following supplementary 
List of recent adult books, including books of name value, with a minimum of violence and 
a@ maximum of good writing. It would be well, however, to consult the reports to satisfy 
the interests of your special customer. 


Sleuthin' Page 
Boucher, Anthony- Fd. Four-and-TIwenty Bloodhounds (Simon & Schuster) 10/17 491 
Gardner, Erle Stanley The Case of the One-Eyed Witness (Morrow) 11/1 537 
The Gordons F BI Story (Doubleday) 9/7 4O1 
Iams, Jack A Shot of Murder (Morrow) 10/18 491 
Paimer, Stuart The Green Ace’ (M.S.Mill) 10/18 491 
Queen, Ellery The Queen's Awards (Little ,Brown) 10/16 537 
Stout, Rex In the Best Families (Viking) 9/29 439 
Weston, Garnett Legacy of Fear (M.S.Mi11) 9/6 372 
Wild Ridin’ 

Arthur, Burt Stirrups in the Dust (Doubleday) 9/21 489 
Bradley, Muriel Murder in Montana (Doubleday) 10/19 491 
Brandon, Curt High, Wide and Handsome (Dutton) 10/6 439 
Field, Peter Powder Valley Ambush _ (Morrow) 11/1 537 
Thompson, Thomas Sundown Riders (Doubleday) 8/2h 372 


Wells, Lee E. Tonto Riley (Rinehart ) 9/21 438 





